
HOW ART THRIVES 

The Arts Environment in the Capital Cities 



WHAT DOES IT TAKE ? 

 Money 

 

 Artists 

 

 Volunteers 

 

 Attitude 



M  A  V  A 
 Money 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
POPULATION 67, 947 – ABOUT 6 ARKADELPHIAS 

It supports and focuses on the artist more than any other capital city. 

 Artists  

 Volunteers 
Montpelier, Vermont 
POPULATION 7,855 – ABOUT 3/4 OF 1 ARKADELPHIA 

It’s the smallest capital city and has the 2nd most artists per capita 
and the biggest group of volunteers. 

 Attitude 
Helena, Montana 
POPULATION 28,190 – ABOUT 3 ARKADELPHIAS 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
POPULATION 258,379 – ABOUT 24 ARKADELPHIAS 

Indianapolis, Indiana 
POPULATION 820,444 – ABOUT 77 ARKADELPHIAS 

It’s not the size of the city that matters, it’s the attitude of its 
residents. 

 



SANTA FE 



LOOK UP INTO THE ROTUNDA 

STEP INSIDE THE CAPITOL 



GET READY FOR THE TOUR 

LOOK DOWN AT THE GREAT SEAL 





CAPITOL ART COLLECTION 

Capitol Art Collection 

 600 artworks exhibited inside the capitol 
and on the grounds 

 600 New Mexico artists represented 

 Paintings, photography, works on paper, 
sculpture, mixed media, textiles, ceramic 
and glass works, furniture 

 Valued at $6 million 

Capitol Art Foundation of New Mexico 

 Founded in 1991 by New Mexico Legislature 

 Non profit art organization 

 Mission: collect, preserve, exhibit, interpret, 
and promote appreciation of works of art 
that reflect the rich and diverse history, 
cultures, and art forms of the people of New 
Mexico. 

Cynthia Sanchez, Director and Curator, 
www.nmcapitolart.org 

 

http://www.nmcapitolart.org/


HALLWAYS 



INSIDE AND OUT 



AN ART WORLD MECCA 

Santa Fe is one of the 
world’s foremost art 
destinations. 
 

 It’s the country’s third largest 
art market, selling more art 
than every city except New 
York and Los Angeles.  

 

 It has 200-plus galleries. 

 

 It has several major 
museums. 

 

 It features all artistic 
mediums and genres from 
centuries-old treasures to 
contemporary works. 
 



CANYON ROAD 

 

Canyon Road is Santa Fe’s most 

famous street with over 100 

galleries, boutiques & restaurants. 

 



DOWNTOWN 

Downtown is the heart of historic 

Santa Fe with galleries, restaurants, 

and the Palace of the Governor’s on 

the Plaza. 

 



MUSEUM HILL 

Four museums on a hillside 

southeast of downtown represent art 

of the Southwest and the world. 

 

 



RAILYARD DISTRICT 

 

The Railyard District is a 50-acre city-

owned art district and community 

gathering spot with galleries and 

artist workspace. 

 

 

 





MONTPELIER 



COME INTO THE RECEPTION ROOM 

LOOK UP 



ADMIRE THE ART 

RELAX 



HISTORY & FRIENDS 

Vermont State Curator 

The Vermont State Curator's Office oversees: 

 restoration, care and conservation of the 
historic Vermont State House and the 
collections of fine art, decorative art and 
historic furniture housed there 

 three gallery spaces in the Capitol Complex for 
rotating exhibitions of contemporary art 

 the Friends of the Vermont State House 

The Friends of the Vermont State House 

The Friends is an all-volunteer organization of 120 
men and women. They: 

 lead tours for tourists and foreign visitors 
 prepare events, newsletters, and educational 

materials 
 organize and staff the gift shop 

They are supported by donors, by donations to 
special projects, and by the Gift Shop.  

David Schutz / Office of the State Curator  
www.bgs.vermont.gov/curatorial 

 

 

http://www.bgs.vermont.gov/curatorial


 WAIT! 
NOW IT’S OKAY 





BIG CITY FLAVOR 

Vermont's terrain, culture, 

and location attract artists.  

Those artists, in turn: 

 infuse local politics 

 inform social norms 

 perpetuate a cycle of 

community building 
Vermont Arts Council  

The Vermont Arts Council is the state's 

primary provider of funding, advocacy, 

and information for the arts in Vermont.  

Vermont Arts Council, 

www.vermontartscouncil.org  

 

 

 

Per capita, more writers and visual artists live in Vermont than in 48 other states. 

Per capita, more musicians and photographers live in Vermont than in 42 other states. 

Montpelier is recognized as one of the best 100 small arts towns in the country. 



DOWNTOWN MONTPELIER 

 



BOOKS  & MORE BOOKS 



NEW ENGLAND CULINARY INSTITUTE 



THE ART OF MAKING ICE CREAM 

 THE ART OF ROASTING COFFEE 

 



THE ART OF MAKING  MAPLE SYRUP 

THE ART OF MAKING  APPLE CIDER 



THE ART OF MARBLE 

ROCK OF AGES QUARRY 



HELENA 



LOOKING UP 



INSIDE THE ROTUNDA 



THE MILLION DOLLAR PAINTING 



CHARLES M RUSSELL 

Montana State Capitol and 

Montana Historical Society 

Museum  

 Charles M Russell (1864-1926), was 

Montana’s Cowboy Artist.  

 The painting, “Lewis & Clark Meeting The 

Flathead Indians,” hangs in the Montana 

State Capitol today, valued at over $1 

million, but referred to as “priceless.” 

 Across the street in the Montana Historical 

Society Museum are over 200 pieces of 

Russell’s work —24 major oils, 33 major 

watercolors, 40 pen and inks, 15 original 

models, 60 bronzes, and 34 illustrated 

letters.  

 



FOLK LIFE & ARCHIE BRAY 

Montana Arts Council  

Folklife is an expression of how a people live. It covers a 

broad area and includes the folk/traditional arts.  

Resources for the Folk Artist in Montana include the 

Montana Artrepreneur Program (MAP) offering opportunities 

for  folk and traditional visual artists to learn how to build a 

sustainable business in art. 

Montana Arts Council  www.art.mt.gov  

Archie Bray Foundation  

 Archie Bray Sr owned a brickyard named Western Clay 

Manufacturing. 

 He was also a patron of the arts. 

 In 1951 he created the Archie Bray Foundation to 

make “a fine place to work” for all interested in the 

ceramic arts. 

 It was the first artist residency program in the US 

devoted solely to ceramics. 

 Today, ceramic artists from around the world travel to 

Helena to work and study at “The Bray.” 

 

Archie Bray Foundation www.archiebray.org  

. 

 

http://www.art.mt.gov/
http://www.archiebray.org/




SIGNAGE & SITTING SPOTS 





LINCOLN 



LOOKING UP 





PLOWMAN AT SUNSET 



LABORS OF THE HEART 

THE BLIZZARD OF 1888 



A COMMUNITY LIKE AN INDIVIDUAL HAS A WORK TO DO 

These lines taken from Aristotle’s 
Politics are inscribed in stone on 
the walls of the Capitol rotunda. 

The Nebraska State Capitol was 
constructed between 1922 and 
1932 and cost $10 million. The 
team who built it was: 

 Architect Bertram Grosvenor 
Goodhue 

 Sculptor Lee Lawrie 

 Artist Hildreth Meiere 

 Philosopher Hartley Burr 
Alexander 

Note that a philosopher was part 
of the team! The Capitol is filled 
with themed art, all reflecting the 
values and beliefs of the people of 
Nebraska. 

 



When you take it at its essence, life 

just… feels right in Lincoln. All the 

factors that lead to a great life are 

right here.  
 

Now, wait a minute! Lincoln wasn’t built on a large body 

of water or near any mountains, it was barren prairie. It is 

bitter cold in the winter and blazing hot in the summer, 

with frequent tornadoes and blizzards. Does that sound 

like a good place to live? 

 Lincoln has 125,000 community-planted public trees 

and 6,000 acres of parks and natural land. 

 City planners are building a public park within a half-

mile of every residence in the community. 

 Neighborhoods are marked with individually themed 

banners.  

 Median strips are filled with flowers. 

And, a footnote: Nebraska is the only state with a 

unicameral legislature. No partisanship! The 49 state 

senators create laws under a gold-stenciled ceiling 

depicting “The Age of Settlement on the Plains.” 

 

LIFE IS RIGHT is printed in current literature from the Lincoln 

Chamber of Commerce, and is posted on the Chamber’s 

website – www.lifeisright.com – so that local residents and 

visitors can express why they believe “life is right” in Lincoln. 

 At “Shout Lincoln” you can record your comments 

 At “Picture Lincoln” you can add your favorite Lincoln 

photos 

http://www.lifeisright.com/




THE INTERNATIONAL 

QUILT STUDY CENTER & 

MUSEUM  

The quilt museum has more than 

4,500 quilts and quilt-related 

objects representing 50 countries 

and four centuries of quiltmaking 

in a 50,000 square foot building 

with 3 exhibition galleries and state 

of the art climate controlled textile 

storage. 

IQSCM is an academic program of 

the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 

offering a masters degree in Textile 

History with a quilt studies 

emphasis, the only program of its 

kind in the world. 

www.quiltstudy.org  

 

http://www.quiltstudy.org/


INDIANAPOLIS 



READY FOR MEETING IN ROTUNDA 
LOOKING UP 



 



MONUMENT CIRCLE 

American Planning Association 

named Monument Circle “One 

of Ten Best Public Spaces.”  

 

 

 

Since 1821 when Alexander Ralston laid 

out the state's capital in Indianapolis and 

located "Circle Street" in the middle of the 

mile square plat, Monument Circle has 

served as the literal and figurative center 

of Indianapolis.  

The Circle is a natural gathering place for 

the city.  









PUBLIC ART & THE ARTS 

COUNCIL  

 

 

There are over 400 pieces of public art 
in Indianapolis, but it is not funded by 
the city or the council.  

Artists are allowed to install their art in 
public spaces, and the Arts Council 
tracks and promotes it. The Council’s 
website has a photo of each piece, 
directions on where it is located, and 
information about the artist. 

 

Arts Council of Indianapolis 
www.indyarts.org 

 
 

http://www.indyarts.org/




WHAT DOES IT TAKE ? 

 Money 

 Artists 

 Volunteers 

 Attitude 

 & oh yes, 

 Love 
It’s not what you’ve got that 

counts, it’s how much you love 

what you’ve got. 

 

 


